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(54) FOCUS SIGNAL CORRECTING METHOD FOR OPTICAL PICKUP 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To attain proper focus control to plural optical 
information recording media by correcting a focus signal with a 
correction offset signal in response to the thickness of a base 
and/or its refractive index. 

CONSTITUTION: Outputs A, B are outputted from photodetector , ^ . ^ 

sections 10A,10B of a photodetector 10 and they are given to a « -J- — -^.^ 

differential device 20, where a signal (A-B) is obtained. The relation " J -^M^l 

between an output of the differential device 20 and a defocus krafoir 
quantity Is shown in curve 30, and the focus control has an error. 
Let a correct focus of a light spot onto a recording face be a point 
Q\ since the refractive index of the base is known in advance, the 
thick ness of the base is detected and a distance X between the 

point Q' and the X axis is detected by checking the relati on *-^t* „ 

between the thickness and the dis tance in advance, a (correction I 
offset signal + X) to cancel the error X is fed to an output of the />* 
differential device 20 by a signal application means 22 in response r iW: 
to the result of detection to deviate upward the curve 30 as shown ~ ; — — f>*>* 

in curve 31. Then the focus signal is zero at a point Q0 and the light 'V 1 ^ 
spot is correctly focused on the recording face. Thus proper focus Jj> ^ J 
control is realized. -A 
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